
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.mozparks.com 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The past few months have marked the beginning of a monumental journey and we have reached the 

point of no return. MozParks Foundation will operate in Mozambique for the long haul as now there 

are reserves, communities and wild animals that depend on our ability to do our jobs. The only way is 

forward! 

WILDLIFE VETERINARY UNIT 

The first wildlife veterinary unit in Mozambique continues to gain momentum. We had the privilege 

of working with 3 rhinos, 3 lions, one elephant and a few other species in the past few months. 

Unfortunately, the MozParks vet unit was not able to respond to all situations despite the numerous 

requests, due to logistics and financial constraints. With your help we hope to make a significant 

difference and be able to treat as many cases as possible in the near future. 

Blossom the rhino 

On the 1st of December DAG (Dyck Advisory Group) antipoaching unit reported a young white 

rhinoceros cow that was extremely lame near the SGP/ KNP (Sabie Game Park / Kruger National Park) 

fence.  

Thanks to SGP/MozParks veterinary unit and DAG APU’s (antipoaching unit) helicopter the animal was 

assessed and darted within 30 minutes of the initial report. 

The severe lameness was caused by gunshot wound through the right carpal joint (equivalent to the 

wrist). Synovial fluid was coming out of the entrance wounds suggesting extensive joint damage.  

Due to the severity of the injury a decision was made to transport the animal to a hol ding facility (500 

square meter paddock) where it would be possible to monitor her progress and provide ongoing 

treatment. 

Despite the obvious pain, young Blossom (Rhino´s new name) settled in well in the boma with the 

provision of fresh grass and water, veterinary care and 24-hour armed security. 

On the 5th of December the Saving the Survivors vet team equipped with digital X ray, ultrasound and 

arthroscopy equipment arrived in SGP from South Africa to help treat and assess the full extent for 

Blossom´s lesions.  

At 5.30 am the next morning, as the 4-vet team was preparing to immobilize, examine and treat the 

endangered patient, the security team next to the boma communicated that young Blossom was lying 

down, struggling to stand and having trouble breathing. The team rushed to the animal, but it was too 

late. What we found was a heart-breaking scenario. Since day one young Blossom would always 

sleep/rest while laying down on her left side, with the “good leg” on the ground. For some reason on 

this occasion she was lying on the right side and to the gunshot wound and resulting damage she could 

not get up. Post mortem evidence suggest that she tried hard to stand traumatizing the lungs and 

eventually exhausting herself through the night. 



3 
 

Post mortem and R xay exams also revealed a terrible fracture with multiple bone fragments in the 

carpal joint. The prognosis for full recovery would have been very poor. 

Despite sad events like these the fight continues, MozParks Foundation and its partners will keep on 

trying to save the victims of human greed and episodes like this one will only strengthen our 

determination to do so. 

 RIP Blossom and thank you for the privilege of your company. 

Rhino poaching is a serious threat to the species’ long-term survival, MozParks Foundation veterinary 

unit is working on the Mozambican frontline treating these precious animals that manage to survive 

these terrible poaching incidents. 

This work would not be possible without our donor´s and partners, ANAC, DAG team, Saving the 

survivors, Dr Carlos Lopes Pereira and many more. 

 

 

Figure 1 Blossom being examined and loaded onto a trailer. X ray of the lesion showing extensive bone and 
joint damage. 
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Lion research support 

MozParks veterinary unit darted and collared 3 lions in the last few months, in collaboration with Sabie 

Game Park and the Greater Limpopo Carnivore program.  

Data from these prides is essential for Lion conservation in Mozambique and to assist reserves and 

Mozambican authorities on conservation measures and management decisions. So far 4 collars have 

been utilized and more will follow. Lions are particularly threatened in Southern Africa, a combination 

of habitat loss, human-wildlife conflict, illegal trade of lion parts and wildl ife diseases are contributing 

factors to a severe population decline which will result in huge repercussions on other species and 

habitats. 

 

 

Figure 2. Collaring Lions in Mozambique in collaboration with the Greater Limpopo carnivore program and SGP 
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Figure 3. Data from collared Lions is being used for conservation and management purposes  

Rhinos on the run 

In late December we received a call to assist with 2 white rhinoceros that crossed from the GLC 

reserves into community land. These communities are, unfortunately, where the largest rhino 

poaching syndicates are based, so urgent action was required to ensure both animals would not 

become victims of poaching. 

With the help of the DAG antipoaching helicopter, the animals were located running through villages 

and agricultural fields. The scenario was almost unreal – 2 adult rhinos were running around, just a 

few meters from people, houses and vehicles.  

Eventually the helicopter pilot managed to chase both animals into an isolated area where the first 

rhino was darted. The plan was to partially reverse the effect of the anaesthesia and “walk” the 

animals through the fence back to the GLC reserves. There was a huge joint effort ready to assist on 

the ground – Mozambican Police, Karingani and SGP rangers, villagers and DAG. Time was of the 

essence and the one rhino was down in 3 minutes, ropes applied, partial reversal administered, and 

the animal was walked for almost 1 km back into the GLC reserve. 

We took off again to look for the second animal, at this point it started pouring with rain but the job 

had to be done. The precious beast was located a few km´s south of our position and was swiftly 

darted, however it went down in a very muddy patch where partial reversal and controlled walking 

would prove to be impossible. After several attempts a decision was made to fully reverse  the 

anaesthesia and keep monitoring the rhino until weather conditions improved. As soon as the antidote 

kicked in the rhinoceros got up and continued running south on the road along the GLC reserve, as if 
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something was drawing him to that direction. We continued following him at a distance, when it finally 

stopped the animal had run almost 40 km from where it was first seen that morning.  

A night surveillance operation was executed by DAG in collaboration with SGP and Mozambican Police 

to maintain a tight security perimeter during the night in the area were the rhino was situated. Under 

the cover of darkness, it continued moving slowly and to everyone’s relief it finally went into the GLC 

reserves through a main river crossing.  

Both animals are 100% healthy and are contributing to the growing Mozambican rhinoceros 

population. 

 

 

Figure 4. Two white rhinoceros captured and moved to safety. 
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Wires and cables 

In early February SGP staff came across an elephant cow accompanied by its calf with what seemed 

to be a snare on its back leg, causing extreme swelling and lameness. Due to the effective coordination 

between SGP, DAG and ANAC, specifically Dr Carlos Lopes Pereira, the rescue operation was set into 

motion. 

The gentle giant was darted from the helicopter and our suspicions were confirmed. A cable snare was 

causing the horrible injury, cutting its way through to the bone. The snare was removed, wound 

cleaned, antibiotics administered, and the elephant was back on its feet in no time. Recovery should 

be favourable.  

 

 

 

Figure 5. Elephant cow immobilized to remove cable snare and treat resulting wounds 
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The poison trend in wildlife poaching kills over 100 critically endangered vultures 

On 25 February 2018, ANAC in partnership with MozParks Foundation, EWT (Endangered wildlife 

trust) and Incomati Game reserve, assisted at a wildlife poisoning incident in the Mbashene communal 

area in southern Mozambique, where the deliberate poisoning of an elephant carcass affected at least 

104 Critically Endangered Vultures. 

 

This has resulted in the death of at least 80 African White-backed Vultures (Gyps africanus) and seven 

Hooded Vultures (Necrosyrtes monachus), with the likelihood that many more fatalities may be 

discovered by further sweeps of the surrounding area in the next 48 hours. The small tusks taken from 

the young dead elephant, as well as the toxic substance used to poison the carcass, have been 

confiscated by Mozambican Police officers and a suspect is in custody. Some of the dead birds found 

were mutilated, which may suggest that some of the organs/parts were harvested for belief-based 

purposes, the captured suspect confessed that the intended target of the poison was in fact Lions. 

African Vultures are being poisoned deliberately by poachers to prevent the birds alerting authorities 

to the poachers’ illegal activities, or for harvesting and sale of body parts for belief-based use. 

 

Fortunately, 17 birds that were immediately treated by the response team have recovered fully. Rapid 

response and appropriate treatment of poisoned victims can make all the difference. We are 

extremely grateful to the response team, which was coordinated by Dr Carlos Pereira from ANAC, and 

included MozParks foundation vet unit, Andre Botha from EWT, Thomas Barnes from SGP and the 

Incomati Conservancy’s (adjacent to the communal area where the incident took place) owner Dries 

Gouws and area manager, Piet Kok, for their incredible response to this incident. Without their 

actions, the outcome could have been far worse. 

Crop content samples were collected for toxicological analyses and the results confirmed the presence 

of Carbamate poison, commonly known as TEMIC, a substance widely used in the illegal killing of 

Africa´s wildlife. 
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Figure 6. Vulture mass mortality due to poisoning. 

 

COMMUNITY WORK 

During the past months Mozparks foundation and Sabie game Park (SGP) in straight partnership with 

WWF South Africa, funded by the UK Government through the Illegal Wildlife Trade Challenge Fund 

and the Mangalane community, achieved the following actions: 

1) 420 substantial food parcels were distributed in the Mangalane community. Every registered 

household in the community received a parcel that will make a very big difference in the people’s 

day-to-day life. 

2) A brand new solar water pump was installed in the Ndindiza water hole. Now 63 households and 

one school have access to fresh drinkable water. 



10 
 

3) 3 new predator proof bomas for cattle were built in the community. The objective of the bomas 

is to keep cattle safe during the night, reduce human-wildlife conflict and contribute to predator 

conservation in the area.  

4) The Ndindiza school, 41 students and 2 teachers, visited SGP for day. All the children participated 

in a game drive, had lunch and a lecture on wildlife conservation in Mozambique.  

5) Mozparks foundation and SGP are now supporting another community member. Ms Amelia 78 

years old that lives alone with her 7-year-old grandson. They are now receiving a monthly food 

ration as well as water on a daily basis. 
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Figure 7. Food parcel distribution in the Mangalane community 

       ANTI-POACHING OPERATION 

MozParks Foundation is working alongside Sabie Game Park and the Dyck advisory group (DAG) 

in protecting the only permanent Rhinoceros population in Mozambique  - a full time, labour 

intensive and costly undertaking that requires only the best of the best in antipoaching operations. 

The immediate results are self-explanatory, not only for rhinoceros but also for the whole 

ecosystem as rhinos are the “umbrella species”.  By protecting them we protect everything else 

(see below). However, the greatest impact is the barrier effect that SGP/DAG produces for the 

Kruger National Park where the largest population of rhinoceros on the planet resides. 

Its been 13 months since SGP lost a rhino to poaching, an impressive achievement considering the 

current rhino poaching situation elsewhere in Africa. 
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ANTIPOACHING STATISTICS 2017 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Month Entries 
Eastern fence 

Exit Eastern  fence Arrests Firearms Rhino 
losses 

Elephant 
kill 

Rhino 
Count 
Max 

Rhino 
Count 
lowest 

Rhino 
Count 

Average 
Jan-17 4 8 1 2 4 0 12 0 6 

Feb-17 2 5 3 1 0 0 13 1 6 

Mar-17 2 7 0 0 0 0 7 1 5 

Apr-17 1 6 0 1 0 0 6 1 3 

May-17 2 6 3 1 0 0 4 1 1 

Jun-17 1 3 0 0 0 0 4 1 1 

Jul-17 3 6 0 0 0 0 6 1 1 

Aug-17 2 4 2 1 0 0 7 1 2 

Sep-17 0 1 0 0 0 0 7 1 3 

Oct-17 2 8 1 0 0 0 11 1 5 

Nov-17 5 11 1 1 0 0 9 1 3 

Dec-17 4 12 0 0 0 0 7 1 3  
  

        

Jan-18 8 17 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 

Feb-18 1 7 0 0 0 0 4 1 1 
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NEW PARTNER 

We are extremely glad to announce that Project Vets (www.projectvets.org), a US-based NGO is 

now supporting MozParks veterinary unit. Project Vets collects veterinary equipment and supplies 

from Hospitals and clinics and donates the supplies to wildlife conservation projects around the 

globe. Thank you for your support! The veterinary supplies donated are now being used to treat 

Mozambican rhinos, elephants, lions and many more species. 

 

 

Thank you to our partners and supporters, ANAC, DAG APU, SGP staff, WWF- South Africa, Club 

of Mozambique, Dr Carlos Lopes Pereira, Project Vets, and many more for helping Mozparks 

foundation. 

 

 

VIVA MOÇAMBIQUE! 

 


