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Two orphaned Serval 

In early September Mozparks Foundation took on the responsibility to care for two 3-week-

old female wild Serval (Leptailurus serval). The kittens were being sold at a road market. 

Fortunately, a responsible citizen purchased the animals and called ANAC for advice. There 

are reports of a growing market for these beautiful cat’s skins - we wonder if the mother of 

the kittens was the victim of a poaching incident to feed this market and the kittens were 

just a way to make an extra buck.  

After initial veterinary checks and rehydration with IV fluids we started a strict bottle-

feeding schedule. A few sleepless nights fighting with wild cats and bottles and they 

eventually got used to the process and started gaining weight. 

The serval are now 7 weeks old. They have been moved to a temporary enclosure near 

Sabie game park main camp. Our antipoaching team brings wild quail and mice every 

morning from the fence line and Cloete, the reserve warden, has bird traps set up around 

camp to feed the growing orphans. They are now 90% carnivores , only drinking milk once a 

day and are developing their hunting skills. 

Our plan is to gradually decrease human contact, transfer the cats to a larger pre-release 

boma where they will learn to hunt and behave like wild cats . Finally, when they turn one-

year old we will slowly release them back into the wild at SGP (Sabie game park), with 

telemetry collars for monitoring. 

 

Figure 1. Orphan serval kittens 

 

Anthrax outbreak 

From mid-August to the 15th of September 83 kudu, 4 elephants 1 duiker and 1 lion were 

found dead in GLC (Greater Lebombo Conservancy) reserves from suspected Anthrax 

(around Nuanetsi river). None of these animals have been tested for Anthrax, however the 

large number of dead kudus (considered to be sentinel species), time of the year and one 

confirmed anthrax death in KNP (Kruger National park) 1 km from the border / GLC (S 

24.6624 E 031.967745) suggests an ongoing Anthrax outbreak in the area.  
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Note that dead animals in wildlife areas are extremely hard to find due to a combination of 

large untracked, remote terrain and the action of predators / scavengers, suggesting that 

the number of dead animals found to date might represent only a fraction of the actual 

mortality. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Dead kudu with typical “anthrax posture”; blood smear from suspected 

anthrax death showing characteristic rod-shape bacillus; sample collection from 

elephant carcass in the GLC. 

Anthrax vaccination 

After careful planning and consultation with several stakeholders we decided to intervene. 

A vaccination operation was implemented, specifically targeting rhinoceros, young breeding 
buffaloes and giraffes. 

1.5 ml Blanthrax® vaccine was administered using pneudarts® fired from a R22 helicopter. 
 

SPECIES NUMBER COMMENTS HELICOPTER TIME 
(for vaccination) 

Rhinoceros 12 9 - SGP 
3 - Ferreira 

 
 

8 hours Giraffe 16 SGP 
Buffalo 77 56 - SGP 

11 - Ferreira 

Elephant 2 “Big tuskers” - SGP 
Table 1. Species vaccinated. Helicopter flying hours for vaccination 
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Reporting 
All suspected anthrax carcasses and intervention measures have been reported to the 

Mozambican Veterinary Authorities and ANAC (Administração Nacional das areas de 

Conservação). Samples were either stored or sent to authorized laboratories for diagnosis 

confirmation. 

 

Wildlife disease surveillance program 

Although most wildlife diseases are an integral component of a healthy ecosystem, the 

presence of human activity and pressure is changing the way disease and wildlife interact. 

For example; growing domestic dog populations associated with human settlements on the 

edge of wildlife areas pose a significant risk to wild carnivore populations due to potential 

transmission of deadly diseases like canine distemper or rabies. Thus, it’s important to have 

a wildlife disease surveillance program in place to be able to react to disease outbreaks 

threatening endangered wildlife.  

MozParks foundation is preparing simple sampling kits and manuals that will be distributed 

to antipoaching rangers throughout GLC reserves. Collected samples and information will be 

stored and processed at SGP and relevant findings communicated to reserve managers, 

ANAC and Mozambican Veterinary Authorities.  

 

 

Lucky – the poaching survivor 

On the last day of our vaccination operation, we came across a very special animal. For a 

few weeks, our rangers on the ground have been reporting the presence of a young white 

rhinoceros with no horns and a wound possibly caused by poachers. 

Thanks to a combined effort the animal was located and we could assess the situation. In 

fact, the young female appears to be the victim of a terrible poaching incident but somehow 

managed to survive. The images bellow illustrates the scenario better than words do. 

Despite the large wound “Lucky” seems to be holding strong. Body condition is good and 

she was moving and running like a perfectly healthy white rhino. The complete absence of 

gunshot wounds is an intriguing fact particularly due to increasing reports of poaching 

incidents in South Africa using dart guns and capture drugs. We will keep a close eye on her 

and monitor the healing process. 
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Figure 3 & 4. “Lucky”, the poaching survivor. 

 

Community work 
 

Last month we were working with SAWC (Southern African Wildlife College) and 

WWF (World Wildlife Fund) on gathering community support data to statistically 

quantify Sabie Game Park´s contribution to neighbouring communities. Preliminary 

results are virtually undeniable. Meat distribution, ration support, hunting quota, 

20% of animal licence fees, employment, building of schools, houses and clinics, 

boreholes, personal loans and much more is contributing to community upliftment 

and development with direct benefits to wildlife conservation. 
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Next month we will be able to present our results in the form of figures to better 

illustrate how well managed wildlife areas can make a real difference in local people 

lives. 

 

 

The month ahead 
 

With Mozparks foundation gaining momentum there are exciting times ahead. Over 

the next month our plans are to: 

 

- Build a wildlife boma to keep and rehabilitate injured or orphaned wild animals  

- Translocate two male lion from a nearby reserve 

- Have a fully equipped mobile veterinary unit for wildlife and community animals  

- Develop a disease surveillance program in GLC reserves 

- Assist PPF (Peace Parks Foundation) on a livelihood survey for the lower GLC 

communities 

- Continue monitoring Lucky´s healing process and be ready to intervene if 

necessary 

- Travel to the USA for a fund-raising event  

- Immobilize and collar two cheetah living in community land 

 

We would like to thank our friends and partners without whom none of this work 

would be possible: Our donors, DAG (Dyck advisory group) Anti-Poaching Unit, 

ANAC, Dr Carlos Lopes Pereira, Gerry Mcdonald, Club of Mozambique, Cloete, 

Stienie and the rest Sabie Game Park team. 

 

 

 

VIVA MOÇAMBIQUE! 


